White Sulphur Springs entrepreneur gets comfortable with product

Red Ants Pants: A girl thing

By JO DEE BLACK
Tribune Business Editor

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS —
Sarah Calhoun didn't know anything
about business when she dreamed up
a company dedicated to making work
wear designed for women. But she
knew there was a need for the prod-
uct.

A former Outward Bound staff
member who also worked peeling
logs and grooming ski trails, Calthoun
never found functional and comfort-
able work pants.

“The spring of 2004, | was in Cali-
fornia working on a trail crew doi
wildfire recovery work,” said Cal-
houn. “I was working with a lot of
other women and realized | wasn t
the only one with this

Women complained of awkward
fitting waistlines, wear in the knees
g seats and overall uncomfortable

Today Calhoun's company, Red
Ants Pants, is about to celebrate its
second year in business. Based in
1911-era storefront in White Sulphur
Springs, the company sells work
pants for women, in two styles —
straight and curvy — in 70 sizes.
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about stumbling blocks. He intro-
duced her to contacts including pat-
tern makers, fabric supphers and
other industry insiders.

“I learned pretty qusddy. this is not
an easy business,” Calhoun said.

The design process took almost
nine months, with Calhoun going
back and forth with her pattern
maker in California.

Calhoun had to let go of her origi-
nal intent to make a work wear prod-
su:t& for women that cost no more than

“1 found out you can’t even get the

pants sewn for that,” she said.
Al Deibert of the Montana Manu-
ing Center assisted with setti
a price. Red Ants Pants cost $119.
“Sarah is one of those entrepre-
neurs who are about their
products and those people tend to
want to give mﬂr
said. Intheend.lldoesnlhepme
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Calhoun soaked up the lessons
offered by industry insiders, but Red
Ants Pants is strongly influenced by

her

named, Red Ants Pants, “just
popped in my head and [ liked the
ring of it,” Calhoun said. She was sold
females do most of work.

She picked White Sulphur Springs
for her headquarters because 1
missed Imng in the authentic side of
Montana,” Calhoun said.

See RED ANTS, 38



